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The ELA 20 course explores human dimensions relative to important understandings, issues, and insights into human nature, value and belief systems, the social condition, the natural and constructed worlds, technology, and the history of humanity. They provide opportunities for students to view, listen, read, speak, write, and use other forms of representing. The units provide a focus for language learning and give students an opportunity to explore “big ideas” (i.e., overarching understandings) that have enduring values beyond the classroom.

The themes for the two units are: “Starting Out – Beginning and Becoming” (the past and the present; triumphs and trials; discovery and disillusionment; relationships with family and others; celebrations and rites of passage) and Moving Forward – Establishing and Realizing (turning points and transitions; evolving roles and responsibilities; opportunities and obstacles; risks and rewards; beliefs and goals).

ELA 20 Goals and Outcomes:

Comprehend and Respond (CR).  Students will extend their abilities to view, listen to, read, comprehend and respond to a variety of contemporary and traditional grade-appropriate texts in a variety of forms (oral, print, and other media) from First Nations, Metis and other cultures for a variety of purposes including for learning, interest, and enjoyment.

Compose and Create (CC).  Students will extend their abilities to speak, write, and use other forms of representation to explore and present thoughts, feelings, and experiences in a variety of forms for a variety of purposes and audiences.

Assess and Reflect (AR).  Students will extend their abilities to assess and reflect on their own language skills; discuss skills of effective viewers, listeners, readers, representors, speakers, and writers; and set goals for future improvement.

Course Objectives:

The objectives of this course require students to demonstrate proficiency in the six strands of ELA: Reading, writing, listening, speaking, viewing, and representing.

The course will include a minimum of:

•	5 short stories
•	5 essays
•	10 poems
•	2 plays 
•	1 novel/memoir 
•	Other media presentations
Assessment:

Day to day assignments, major projects, and exams will each fall into one or more of the following categories.

•	Comprehend & Respond			35%
•	Compose & Create				35%
•	Assess & Reflect				10%
•	Final Exam					20%


Due Dates:

Philosophy

Students are responsible for completing all assignments and for keeping track of due dates.  Assignments are designed to give opportunity for students to demonstrate their understanding of curricular outcomes. Incomplete assignments do not allow teachers to assess student understanding.  While a student may earn a grade above 50%, failure to meet all outcomes through incomplete assignments may result in a student not earning the course credit.

In the case that assignments are not completed on time:

a) Daily work will be due on the deadline given by the teacher.  Some of this work is time sensitive - it loses its purpose if it is not ready for class that day - this work will be marked NHI and remain as such.  Other daily work permits learning outcomes to be still demonstrated regardless of date submitted.  At the teacher's discretion, this work may be accepted after the due date up to, but not past, the end of the unit.  Once a new unit is started, daily work from past units will no longer be accepted.

b)  Major assignments not handed in on the due date will be marked NHI and parents will be notified.  The teacher and student will formulate a plan to complete the work.  Assignments submitted after one week will not be immediately marked; the teacher will retain the assignment until the end of the semester, at which time only the assignments required to demonstrate outcome proficiency will be marked. 


Exam Policy:

Students are expected to be present and prepared to write all exams on the scheduled date.  If a student knows they will be absent for an exam, they need to make arrangements with their teacher prior to the exam date to write at an alternate time. Any unexcused absences during a scheduled exam will result in a student receiving an NHI for that exam, and will require a parent/guardian to contact the teacher before a rescheduled exam date is considered. 

Rewrites are only given in extreme circumstances and after consultation with student and a parent/guardian.
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